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Ns. | ; For Reſtoring of the | 
_ SUMMER SESSION. 

» | Hatever Alterations have been in the Dyets of the Seffion, | 

| ; yet theſefeveral hundreds of years fince the Inſtitution of the | | 


. "oo | » Colledgeof Juſtice,the wiſdom of this Sacred MajeſtiesRoys 
al :.uiceſtors, and the prudence of our Parliaments, did at laſt ſettle into a - | 
Summer and a Winter Seflion, as the fitteſt Seaſons ( after they had Bal- (||; 

| \. Janced all- inconveniencies) for.caling the neceſhries, and accommodation | 

| of the Leidges 3 and which was excellently well Contrived, both for the { 
| Diſpatch of Buſineſs, and the conveniency of the People : lt bring evident | 
| from Experience, that as much Bufineſs can be Diſpatched in theſe two' | 

Months of the Summer Seſſion, as in' the four Months of the Winter , th& | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Day es being long, and the Weather good, and ſo not expoſed to thele [?if- 
eaſes that are contracted by Mens attending their Buſineſs in the cold and 
rigid Nights of Winter z and theſe, two Months of Summer are proper for 
the Inhabitants of the Iſles} and other remote Countreys, to come and get 
their Cauſes Diſcuſſed; whereas m Winter there is fearce any Travelling 
fromtheſe parts; or if they come, they are neceſſitat to ſtay the whole 
Winter : And there can be nothing; more convenient for the Peoplertheſe | 
two Months of Juze and July being free from Labouring, as falling” in be- 

twixt Seed and _Harvelt-time 5 whereas the -Month' of March now Adjedted | 
| to the Winter Seſſion, is a part of our Seed-time 3 and in reſpe& of that | | 
| inconveniency, the Lords were anciently diſcharged from fitting in. that | 
Momh: And we may jultly have that reſpe& for this ancient PraQtice, as | 
to believe it bath, been done upon juſt and rational Conſiilerations 3 and | 
old Laws and Cuſtoms are like Men , who have lived long, whoſe lon- 
g#vity preſumes then to have been of a ſound and whol{ome Tewpera. || 
ment and Conſtitution z and Lex ſecunds digeſt. de conſlitmionibus prini- Wl 
pum, ſayes exccllently, That in novis rebus con$tituendis, the Urtity muſt | 
be very great and evident before we dtpart. from what hath been Tong 

received asjuſt and expedient, alt Mutanons being dangerous ;* the $4p- 

polition and Proſpect of advantage by the change. oft-times falling ſhort cf 

EX ——_ as bath clcar]y fallen outin this caſe of lupprefiiog the Summer 
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2®, Thealteration of this Dyet of the Seſſion, by taking away the two 
Months 1n the Summer, hath occafianed an uncxpreflible dammage to the 
Liedges,by want of Juſtice,more than. the one half of the Yearz There beipg 
'K -nor State in.the- Warld,where there is ſo long a furceaſe of Ju. 
.and other Nations finding _e_ gent advantage of keepiny 
erms.3, neither is this inconvenient falved by the inferior Courts, 


no 
lice, 


&ing a ſtop is. either put to their- Procedure by Advocations., or to the 


Execution of theie Sentenced by we; rrp ſo that this Proſpett of a long 

Vacation, forces Parties who itand in need of Money to Compone aud give 
down oftheir juſt Claims, for. a part to ſave their Credit. 

1g "ie Sugmmy Sefliogg-puts a Nopy to all Lepy 

Diliggn wad, By , Ag for ivr; a Cradatqr docs oY! 

| ot pres a Decreet:gr Bogd in he f por þ of, Mar has wen.'a 

eels depending befor 4 Inferiour urf ;" if the fame be Advocated 

or Sulperdedthey will not be gotten diſculled fox Ten Momhs thereafter : 

For when the Seffion fits dowtiin Novewber, 5 time muſt be allowed for 


 Sccing, Returning ang. Incolling the ſage;3, and whep i. 
courſe of the Roll there be any dith ,or (6 Paige kquire Proba- 
tion, the Creditor will be detayed' to another Seffion,which'is an unſpeak- 
able prejudice to the Leidges 3 for during that time, Widows.and Oxphags 
ſtarve,Debitorsturn Bankrupt and Inſolvent,and Cretftors areredgced 40 
great Straits for want of their Money - And the Caſe is as clear. in the 


matter of Removings, where. a Tennent being warned before the Vbit- 


cymes in. by the 


ſunday, by Advocations and Suſpenſions, he poſlefies viokently for a whole 
Years Ke the bezard that arifes to Adjudgers is ananſwerable, who are oft- 


times by the faid: long Vacation of Seven Months,excluded from coming in 
_ within Year and Day of the firſt Adjudger, 'and fo he lofes his' Money - 
All which Prejudices and Inconveniencies were remeecded when the Seffion 
did fit theſe Two Months in the Summer time 3 And many more Inſtances 
of the like natyre could be given to Evince the infinite Prejudices ariſing 
to the whole Kingdom through the want thereof. 
49. By taking away the Summer Sefſion, His Majeſties Authority du- 
ring the ſpace of Seven Months, wants the Support and Afiſtance which 
otherways it uſes to have from the frequent Attendance of the Nobility, 
Kings Officers, and others in the Seffion time, becauſe of the conveniency 
they then. have in managing their privat. Buſineſs 3 whereas in this _ 
Vacation of Seven Months they can hardly be brought together 3 ang fo 
want that Correſpondance, Intelligence, and mutual Afſiſtance, which 
they have in time of the Seffion 3: and Qur Rebellions being ordinarily in 
the Summer tire, becauſe. of the conveniency which Rebels have of lying 
in the open Fields, and of getting Proviſion for their Horſes, it would be 
much eaſier to ſuppreſs the ſame when His Majeſties Authority is fully re- 
preſented,aud His Nobility and Servants fully conveened 3 a great inſtance 
whereof appeared in the Rebellion of Bothwell-Bridge, and laſt Summer 
againſt the late Earl of Argile. 
5®. The want of the Summer Seſſion deſiroyes all Trade and Com- 
merce, for when Mercchants cannot get in their Money timeouſly by Le- 
| Executions, this neceſſarily ruins their Credit, and makes ſo many 
nkrupts's Neither is this deadneſs of Trade alone within Edinburgh, bur. 
throughout all the Nation; For where there are not Concourfe and 
Meetings of the People, there is neither occafion. for Bargains nor Com- 
merce; and the intercourſe of Money is wholly ſtopped by it z -for the 
Afﬀairs of this Kingdom do run fay that the Term of Whitſunday —_— 
| c 


C$).. 
ed a, reſort,of Borrowers anq Lenders to Zdinburgh, which was ſo well 
accomodat for the eale of the Subjets, | that *they both" ridriaped: their 
Lau eſs, and gave out ang took' i their-Moniey/ at one and the fake 
rimez Whereas now fincerhe recioyal of the Suitiner Seſſion,the prattics 
of payingat Whirſpnday is niich diwiniffied, ooo 


6». Corn, being the great Sraple-Conmodity which: Scotlend. viel 
there is a moſt ſenlitte dothy both Conf wn. Price of Var 
al, ſings the taking away of the Summer Seffion ; Newhiet doth this 6814 
concern the Rererots, arid the fnkaBifants of thy Shires near 'Baiwbwry l 
whole Corn,young Beltiaf,Porltry, atig, the othet ProduCt oF thei? Ground: 
uſed tobe confume in thefe two Ytonths of che Sitmier Seffion';' But lie- 
wiſe the Vial belonging to'the Nobility abifGeijtry in the North, ai 
ly in their handsun-ſofd, th regard' ft 15008 traifporiable” tl March bs \4- 
prit, becauſeof rhe Storms, avd then' where is to ule for i at Edibwegd ; 
Whereas formerly it was confaned ire ciOSttrintes.Selfion 2" $6 thdt he tin. 
be demonſtrated, that this alteration hath not only broken wany Ten- 
ments, butmade a Diminution 1n the Rents of many Heretors in Scotland. 

70. The ſuppreſſing of the Summer Seſfion does. inevitably occalion a 
eat Detriment to His Majeſties Revenue and Exciſe, both as to the two 
| Merks upon the Boll of Bear, and by hindering the Conſumption of other 
Merchant Ware which uſed to go off in Summer, and for which Cuſtom 
was payable, and has proven a great Diſcouragement to thoſe who upon 
the Faith of the late Act of Parliament engaged in the ManufaRories for 
Improvement of Our Native ProduQ, the Summer Seſfion being the great 
occaſion of the Conſumpt of ſuch Commodities, and which has drawn on 
more. Diſadvantage and Decay of Trade upon this Nation, then all the 
imaginary Good that was propoſed would follow upon the removal of the 
Summer Seſſion can Compenſe. KL Ae 
go, As the want of the Summer Seſſion is a great Prejudice to the State, 
ſo it is no leſs prejudicial to the Church ; for when there is no Summer Sel- 
_ fion,the Commiſſion for Plantation of Kirks does not then meetsſo that Mi- 
niſters cannot get their Stipends augmented, nor the Biſhops who live at a 
diſtance cannot attend ; and in that ſurceaſe of Juſtice for ſeven Moneths, 
Herc«tors do ſometimes ſuſpend their Miniſter, which cannot be got dif- 
cuſſed till the Winter 3 and it is very hard that Miniſters who have no 
other way of Livelihood, ſhould want their Stipends for a whole Year. 
99, The Intereſt of the Town of Edizburgh in the reſtitution of the 
Summer Seſſion needs not to be infiſted on ; ſeing res ipſe loquitur But 
-they crave leave to Repreſent, That the want thereof is no ſmall Prejudice 
to the Gentry, who ſend in their Children, . cither to be bred in Callin 4 
- or to be educated in Schools and Colledges, and who for ſhunning t 
expence of two Families, did come. and Refide in the Town, whereby 

. they at one and the ſame time, both got their Law Afﬀairs followed, when 
there was a Summer Seffion, and their Children Educated : and the pa- 

rallel uſed by Menenius Agrippa for recyinnng the Commons of Rome, (as 

is recorded by Livy, ) is appoſite to this Caſe, That by what degrees the 


Belly is famiſhed, by the ſame meaſures of proportion the reſt of.the Mem- 
bers of the Body will periſh and decay. Edinburgh as it is the Metropolis 
of the Kingdom, and the City of our Solemnities, fo it 1s the communis 
patrie of Scotſmen, and Center where Gentlemens younger Sons are bred 
in Merchandize and other Callings z fo if it Flouriſh; the reſt by a kind- 
ly reciprocation participat therein. 
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. (4) | 
10. As to the Pretence that was made, that the taking away the Sum: 
mer Seffion would cut off Pleas, and all Cauſes could be diſpatched in 
Five Months as well as when there was Two Months in Summer,the Books 


. of Inrollment gives an evident demonſtration how muchthis hath failled, for 


there are moeAQions ſtanding in the Books of Inrollment for the Taner and © 
Outer-Houſe yet uncalled, could be diſcuſſed in Two Months : '$o 
that the only way to Obviat and Remeid all theſe Inconveniencies and 

Prejudices which the King,the Countrey, and the Church do fo evidently 
Suſtain, is to Reſtore the Summer Seflion, as it was formerly, according to | 
the Old Inſtitution, and the inviolable Cuſtom introduced by Our Kings 
and Parliaments, upon ſuch grave and weighty Confiderations z And there- 


fore it is hoped, the Lord Commiſſioner his Grace , and the Honourable 
States of Parliament, will Promot ſo good a Work, tending fo eminently 
to the Advantage and Benefite of the whole Kingdom, | + 


